Confronting Anti-Asian Racism Targeting Asian Massage Parlours:

Resources

(Virtual Event)
Asian Heritage Month
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Event: (Virtual) Asian Heritage Month Event :

Together We Fight:

Ending Anti-Asian Racism and Supporting the Resistance of Asian Massage
Workers

Date: May 21, 2025 (Wed)

Time: 7:00-8:30 pm (EDT)

Registration: Link

Contact for Inquiry:

If you have any questions, accessibility needs, or concerns, please contact us at:
elenelam@yorku.ca (Elene Lam, Critical Disability Studies, School of Health Policy and
Management)

A) Harm of Anti-trafficking laws and movement

How Anti-trafficking Investigations and Policies Harm Migrant Sex Workers,
2018 Link

Fanny's Story (A migrant Sex Worker Who Was Arrested And Detained in
Canada), 2018 Link

Uncover the harms caused by anti-trafficking organization : Gender Justice
Should Include Sex Workers’ Rights Link

B) Racist attacks against Massage parlours and voices of the workers


https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/together-we-fight-tickets-1328521075299?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.butterflysw.org/_files/ugd/5bd754_bbd71c0235c740e3a7d444956d95236b.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/5bd754_26e05b9179164105bca95697ba43887b.pdf
https://www.butterflysw.org/_files/ugd/5bd754_0739e1ed04af405a8a94694d0a1f245f.pdf?index=true

Stop racist attacks from harmful anti-trafficking organizations against Asian
massage parlours and sex workers Link

Four Asian massage parlours workers speak out to stop the Town of
Newmarket shut down the Asian Massage parlours Link

Town of Newmarket: End Racism Against Asian Massage Businesses and
Workers Link

Survey on Toronto Holistic Practitioners' Experiences with Bylaw Enforcement
and Police Link

Feminist Dispatch: Municipal Bylaws and Anti-Asian Racism From Past to Present.
Link

An Ontario crackdown on massage parlours continues Canada’s legacy of anti-Asian
racism Link

Lam, E., Wong, V. W. S,, Chu, S. K. H., Chan, T. C., & De Lisio, A. (2024).
Weaponized licensure: Asian migrant sex workers’ struggle against
discriminatory licensing in Newmarket, Ontario. Journal of Critical Race Inquiry,
11(2). Link

Lam, E. (2025). Asian women workers in massage parlours and the sex industry
and their fight against anti-Asian racism. Migration, Mobility, and
Displacement, 7(1), 63-85. Link

Lam, E. (2024). Targeting Asian massage parlours in the name of
anti-trafficking: Experiences of Asian women in Toronto. In K. Roots, A. De
Shalit, & E. van der Meulen (Eds.), Trafficking harms: Critical politics,
perspectives, and experiences (pp. 119-138). Fernwood Publishing.

C) Law and policy about migrant sex workers:


https://www.butterflysw.org/stop-racist-attacks
https://www.butterflysw.org/_files/ugd/5bd754_96f07f41bc71421ba60c24718f28f9af.pdf
https://www.butterflysw.org/newmarket-end-racism
https://www.butterflysw.org/_files/ugd/5bd754_6d780ceba3cb4f6c85de4d3e9e0b7475.pdf
https://www.yorku.ca/cfr/municipal-bylaws-and-anti-asian-racism-from-past-to-present/
https://theconversation.com/an-ontario-crackdown-on-massage-parlours-continues-canadas-legacy-of-anti-asian-racism-189208
https://doi.org/10.24908/jcri.v11i2.17782
https://journals.uvic.ca/index.php/mmd/article/view/22271

Caught in the Carceral Web: Anti-trafficking Laws & policy and Their Impact on
Migrant Sex Workers 2021 _Link

Pathway to end violence against migrant sex workers — quide for service
providers. Link

Legal Resources for Services Providers (Upholding and Promoting Human
Rights, Justice and Access for Migrant Sex Workers) Link

legal-information-for-services-prov



https://www.butterflysw.org/_files/ugd/5bd754_71be1154f6ff4bbb94a03ed7931a32df.pdf
https://www.butterflysw.org/_files/ugd/5bd754_d680b25295cb40bdbbcc03f34a88c267.pdf
https://www.butterflysw.org/_files/ugd/5bd754_3284af1908704da0935a4cf60e66abf3.pdf
https://www.butterflysw.org/legal-information-for-services-prov

