
im
ag

in
e

EXPANDING
SEXUAL 
PRIVACY FOR 
ALL

Erotic Service Providers Legal, Education and Research Project a non profit

ESPLER filed a complaint with the 
United States District Court on March   

4th, 2015 challenging California’s 
current anti-prostitution law, Penal 

Code 647(b) on the following 
grounds:

• These laws deprive 
individuals of the 
fundamental right to engage 
in consensual, private sexual 
activity.

• These laws deny individuals 
the right to choose for 
themselves how to earn a 

living and who to enter into a 
contract with.

• These laws limit how and 
with whom an individual can 
associate in private.

• Enforcement of these laws 
discourages safe sex because 
the possession of condoms is 
used as evidence by 
prosecutors. 

• California has failed to 
provide a legitimate rationale 
to continue denying 

individuals the right of free 
speech, the right to earn a 
living, and the right to freely 
associate.

• The Penal Code is vaguely 
worded. It criminalizes the 
mere discussion of paying for 
erotic services between 
consenting adults. This 
violates our Constitutional 
Right of free speech, the right 
to earn a living, and the right 
to freely associate.

 

If successful 
prostitution 
will be 
decriminalized 
simultaneously 
in 9 western 
states: 
California, 
Washington, 
Oregon, 
Nevada, 
Arizona, 
Hawaii and 
Alaska.  
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